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St. Andrew’s United Church (Williams Lake)  

September 5, 2021 

(Zoom & Email) 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

Welcome & Land Acknowledgement 

 

  In the power of the Creator, 

  in the peace of the Redeemer, 

  in the presence of the Spirit, 

  we welcome you. 
      (A Celtic Welcome) 

 

Welcome to the gathering of the family of Jesus.  

 

We acknowledge that we gather on land that has been walked on and lived on for thousands of years by people 

of the First Nations.  

 

We acknowledge that we live and worship on lands which are the unceded, traditional territory of the 

Secwépemc Nation (Shuswap Nation) and the T’exelc People (Williams Lake First Nation).  

 

With humility and respect we give thanks that we are here in touch with Creator who made it and made us.  

 

May our worship reflect our humility, respect, and gratitude. 

 
Written by Peter Chynoweth. Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 37. 

Used with permission. 

Also incorporating elements of the Williams Lake Social Planning Council’s 

Acknowledgement of the Territory. 

 
In the name of Jesus, who is alive in each of us, peace to you. 

 

 

We centre and ground ourselves for worship 

 

Invitation to take and release three slow, deep breaths 

and allow the space you’re in to become worship space for this time, 

to ground and center ourselves for worship. 

 
Written by Susan Lukey. Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Lent/Easter 2021, page 29.  

Used with permission. 

 

Hymn – Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary                                                                          MV 18  

 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
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There once was a man who did the most amazing things and said the most wonderful things. Many people 

followed him and listened to him teach. One day, someone asked him, “who are you?” and he said, “I am the 

light.” 

 

The Christ Candle is lit.                   

 

 

Call to Worship 

 

One: We are called, 

All: each and every one: 

One: each human being, 

All: every one of us. 

One: We are called 

All: by Creator, 

One: called to listen to Holy Wisdom, 

All: called to recognize goodness 

One: wherever and whenever it makes its epiphany, 

All: wherever and whenever Love appears. 

 
Written by Suzanne Edgar. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2015, page 28. 

Used with permission. 

 

One: We answer the call. 

 As we gather together, we come to this one place; 

All: where our journeys overlap and where our week starts, 

 we find rest – and something more that equips us for the week ahead. 

One: Let us celebrate the Presence as we worship, pray, and sing. 
 

 
Written by Jim McKean.  

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2015, page 27. 

Used with permission. 

 

Hymn – This is the day                                                                                                         VU 412 
 

 

 

Opening Prayer  

 

Holy One, 

all our days  

you invite us to offer gratitude 

for the gift of our living, 

even when our living is challenged, 

and confusion, grief, and loss threaten to overwhelm. 

You invite us to walk the path of kindness, 

forgiveness, and love, 

to walk with courage and calm. 

We bless you that we can gather this moring 
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to share our living 

and be strengthened for the journey. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
Written by Rob Root & Co. 

Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 45. 

Used with permission. 

 

Bless us in this time together, 

that we might have 

open hearts, 

open spirits, 

and open lives. 

In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 

 
Written by Richard Bott. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 45. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

Hymn – Seek ye first                                                                                                             VU 356 

 

Unison Prayer of Confession 

 

All: Gracious and loving God, we call to you and  

name you as eternal and ever-present, boundless 

in the abundance of love that you have for us. Yet 

there are times, O God, when we fail to recognize 

that abundance in our lives. Instead, we tend to 

dwell on scarcity, the things we don’t have and things 

we’ve convinced ourselves we can’t do. We miss the chance 

to speak from our hearts. We hide our feelings sometimes  

because we fear a scarcity of acceptance. Doubts invade 

our hopefulness, and we fail to rejoice in the abundance 

we receive in your Holy Name. Forgive us, O God, and 

open us once again to your abundant grace. Amen. 
 

Written by Tony Tuck. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 47. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

Words of Assurance 

 

One: Jesus came to show us and remind us that, 

 through our daily rounds from sunrise to sunset, 

 the abundance of God’s holy presence and love 

 is with us. Jesus came to teach us not to dwell in 

 the scarcity of things and to help us not to live in 

 self-doubt; to show us how to discover God in the 

 moment and to notice the possibilities we have to 
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 live and abundant life rooted in our faith in God. 

 Thanks be to God! 
 

Written by Tony Tuck. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 47. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Mark 7:24-37      The Syrophoenician woman’s faith challenges Jesus. 

                                                 (as told by Linnea Good) 

 

 

Sermon –  

 

Mark 7:24-37 (as told by Linnea Good)- The Syrophoenician Woman & the Deaf Man 

 

 

Quoting Linnea Good:  

 

So here is a double-barrel story of Jesus crossing over to the Gentile side and having a conversation with 

a woman who causes him to re-think his ministry, and then another story about friends bringing a deaf 

man to him for healing. Jesus makes every effort to stay out of the spotlight (notice how the double-

scripture begins and ends with his failed attempt to stay invisible). (email Thu 02-Sep-21 2:59 PM)  

 

I wonder what would inspire, encourage, prompt, necessitate or otherwise cause us at St. Andrew’s (Williams 

Lake) to re-think our ministry? Us as a congregation and our collective ministry, our ministry together? What 

might shift our ministry group-think? 

 

I wonder if there have been experiences in your personal lives that have led you to re-think your faith and how 

you live into and out of it? 

 

I wonder what kind of attempts we make – as individuals and/or as a congregation – to stay invisible? I wonder 

if we’re better at being invisible than Jesus seems to be? 

 

Back to quoting Linnea … she went on to talk about a conversation she had with a friend of hers, Larry Brown, 

who said: 

 

…there is a discussion about whether the Gospel of Mark may have at its core a collection of stories that 

were shared and kept alive by a community of women. When. you think how prominent woman are in 

this Gospel, full of details that might not interest men – fx [for example] two sisters arguing over who 

should be serving lunch – or a foreign woman who looks Jesus square in the eye and says: “I’ll take your 

dogs story and raise it, Mister, it makes you wonder. 
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Adding and ending right after that last sentence, the provocative question: “What do you think?” 

 

There’s a justice/injustice edge to the story. The story of the Syrophoenician – Greek but either way a foreigner 

– who challenged Jesus’ mission/vision/ministry is a challenge to anyone who wants to draw the lines that keep 

some people in and others out. It’sd also a lesson that inspires change. A challenge to deeply held assumptions 

is not often well received if it does not honour the position of the other. She was clever, witty, and bold – or 

maybe exhausted and doing whatever it might take to get care for her daughter – and acknowledged Jesus 

position, but pushed him just a little, just enough (even the dogs get the children’s crumbs.) Jesus being Jesus 

accepted the full implications of her challenge.  

 

Commentators and scholars talk about how healing the Syrophoenician woman’s child changed Jesus’ ministry. 

He was as affected – he was a changed – as much if not more than the daughter and her mother were. 

 

I wonder what we think of Jesus in this story? Jesus who was clearly reflecting the prejudices of his time, 

treating a woman worse than a dog begging for scraps at a banquet, her only crime being that she’s 

Syrophoenician woman – a foreigner AND a woman – pleading with him to heal her daughter. A quick-thinking 

woman who uses humour to show Jesus how, through her love for her daughter, she is a living witness to God’s 

love for humanity. 

 

If we ask “who reveals the grace of God in this moment?” surely the answer would be the mom, not Jesus. 

 

Why does Jesus act the way he did? It’s a moment, an uncomfortable moment, when we encounter the full 

humanity of Jesus. That’s a challenge to our more familiar – more comfortable – understandings of who Jesus 

is. Are we willing to explore this side of Jesus? A Jesus who shares our faults, our prejudices, and needs to be 

challenged by one of us – or maybe more to the point, someone who is NOT like us, someone who is 

profoundly “the other” according to the conventions of the day – to be reminded of the fact that in the eyes of 

God we are all worthy of love, regard, and respect? 

 

So, Jesus was acting out of character – no-where else does he say “not now, maybe later.” Totally out of synch 

from our usual image of a generously compassionate saviour. But he comes around; the girl’s mother brings 

him around. I wonder. Do you suppose she passed a test or won an argument with him? (Matt Skinner. 

Workingpreacher.org. Accessed 3 September 2021.)  

 

I’m with one of the commentators I read this week, Matt Skinner. The Syrophoenician mom won an argument 

with Jesus. He changed his mind. He accepted her insight, her wisdom, her truth. She expands his understanding 

of faith. Faith is active. Tenacious. Persistent. Her persistence persuades Jesus to do new things in his ministry. 

May her faith compel us all to recognize new implications in a truly abundant gospel. 

 

Mission & ministry – may our faith and desire to be faithful compel us rediscover and redefine – a renewed 

purpose and vision – to recognize and live into and out of the truly abundant gospel. 

 

Who will be our Syrophoenician inspiration – challenging us to do ministry differently. Who or what will we 

encounter that will so change us?  
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Hymn – What does the Lord require of you                                                                         VU 701 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

 

Gentle God, as the wind blows offering cooling  

breezes and the sun shines warming the earth, 

so your grace touches our souls. May the gifts 

given in love become promises of new life for  

the whole of creation. May our lives be your sign  

of transformation to each other, our community, 

our world and to you. 

 
Written by Gord Dunbar.  

Adapted by Nancy Colton.  

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2012, page 49. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Prayer for Labour Day Weekend 

One: On this Labour Day Sunday, 

All: inspire us, Lord. 

One: Meet us, uplift us, challenge us, 

All: inspire us, Lord. 

One: On this final weekend of summer, 

as the busyness of fall beckons, 

All: inspire us, Lord, to place our lives in your hands. 
Written by Elaine Bidgood Sveet. 

Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2015, page 40. 

Used with permission. 

 

 

The Prayer of Thanksgiving and Concern was from Crosswalks: Prayers from a City Church. David R. Allan. 

The United Church Publishing House, Toronto. 1993. Page 118, “God’s Imagination.” 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
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as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn – Draw the circle wide                                                                                              MV 145 

 

The Life and Work of our Congregation* 

 

(see the end of the document for the announcements) 

 

Hymn – Give to us laughter                                                                                                 VU 624 

 

 

Commissioning & Benediction 

 

With thankfulness for God’s faithfulness, 

with hopefulness for God’s vision of wholeness, 

 justice, and peace, 

with commitment to God’s purposes for humanity 

 and for creation, 

go out now to be God’s people 

in all the places life calls us to be. 
Written by Rob Root. 

Adapted by Nancy Colton 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2012, page 50. 

Used with permission. 

 

And as you go into the world… 

 

May you embrace God’s creation; 

care for it and for your neighbour, 

now and always.  
Written by George Allan. 

Adapted by Nancy Colton 

Gathering, Pentecost 1 2012, page 50. 

Used with permission. 

 

Sung Amen                                                                                                                           VU 974 

 

 

+ + + + + + + ++ + + + + ++ + + + +  

 

 

The Life and Work of our Congregation* 

 

The Life and Work of our Congregation* 

 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  
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Thank you for continuing to support St. Andrew’s with your offering and PAR. We do appreciate your 

support for the ongoing work of the church. 

 

In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary – begins on September 12, 2021. Check your email this week for the 

details…. 

 

Shared Ministry (Quarterly) Committee – had their first meeting on Tuesday last week. The members of the 

Committee from Quesnel are Lynne Wright and Russ Penhale; from Williams Lake are Janet Whalley and 

Brenda Smith. The Regional Minister (North), Rev Victoria Andrews, will resource the committee as necessary. 

The date for their next meeting is November 23, 2021. 

 

Shared Ministry – update and information: 

 

The shared ministry starts on September 1, 2021. With the start up of the sharing agreement, the Region has 

appointed Rev Nancy to be Quesnel’s Community of Faith/Pastoral Charge Supervisor. 

 

Pattern/Schedule for the first few months: 

 

The Shared Ministry (Quarterly) Committee agreed to the following pattern (schedule) for the first few months 

of the agreement: 

 

• September will be an exception to the pattern 

• Mondays will be Rev Nancy’s regular Quesnel day weekly 

(adjusting when a Monday is a Statutory Holiday) 

• There may be Monday’s where Rev Nancy is doing “Quesnel work” from/in her Williams Lake office 

• The Worship Committee will be sure Sunday worship in Williams Lake is taken care off on those 

Sundays Rev Nancy is in Quesnel 

 

• Quesnel’s Sundays will be: 

 

September 19 

October 3 

November 7  

December 5  

December 26 (“Christmas”) 
 

 

 

• Williams Lake’s Sundays will be: 

 

September 5, 12, 26 

October 10, 17, 24, 31 

November 14, 21, 28 

December 12, 19  

December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

 

Worship Service Notes: 
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• On Sundays when Rev Nancy is in Quesnel the Worship Committee will plan for a worship service in 

our sanctuary. On those Sundays there will not be a Zoom component to worship. 

• The intent is to continue emailing worship services to the congregation. 

 

Christmas Eve, Boxing Day, first Sunday in January 2022: 

 

• Christmas Eve (Friday) – Rev Nancy will be in Williams Lake 

• “Christmas”/Boxing Day (Sunday) – Rev Nancy will be in Quesnel 

• The Quesnel and Williams Lake congregations will BOTH be on their own for Sunday, January 2, 2022. 

(Rev Nancy’s ‘week off after Christmas’ will start on Monday, December 27.) 

  

 

 


